[Screening of plasmids in museum strains of Yersinia pestis isolated from various natural foci].
92 strains of Yersinia pestis isolated from different natural foci and stored for 3-40 years in the museum of live cultures have been studied. The strains having three typical plasmids, their different combinations, plasmidless strains or the strains carrying nontypical plasmids with the molecular masses 9, 15, 55, 80, 90 and 150 Md were found. The old museum strains are proposed to be used as a source of plasmids for the genetical research. The current control of plasmid contents in the museum strains is suggested by the plasmid changes in course of storage.